
GCDC 2026 Summer STEAM Camp 

June 29 – August 21, 2026 

This summer at GCDC, we’re diving into a STEAM-powered adventure designed around the 

passions of our current students. Our program brings Science, Technology, Engineering, Art, 

and Math to life through hands-on missions that ignite curiosity, build skills, and create 

unforgettable memories. 

Why STEAM at GCDC? 

- Hands-on, inquiry-based learning in real-world environments 

- Opportunities to explore interests in science, nature, art, and technology 

- Builds critical thinking, creativity, and collaboration skills 

- Aligned with children’s natural curiosity and developmental needs 

Summer Missions Overview: 

June 29 – July 3: Mission 1 – STEAM into Bridges 

Build bridges using paper, popsicle sticks, and recyclables. Explore forces and engineering 

design through hands-on construction and testing. 

July 6 – July 10: Mission 2 – Bubbles Galore! 

Dive into the science of bubbles. Experiment with materials to create unique bubble wands 

and test bubble solutions. 

July 13 – July 17: Mission 3 – Fizz, Pop, Bang! 

Discover chemical reactions with hands-on experiments like Alka-Seltzer rockets and Pop 

Rocks science. 

July 20 – July 24: Mission 4 – STEAM into Nature 

Explore GSFC’s natural habitat through nature walks and art. Create nature weavings and 

visit the Maryland Science Center. 

July 27 – July 31: Mission 5 – Dinosaurs Roar! 

Learn about different types of dinosaurs. Make fossils, dig in our sandbox, and enjoy movie 

week with *The Land Before Time*. 



August 3 – August 7: Mission 6 – Buggy Mania! 

Explore the world of insects through observation, soil sampling, and pond-side exploration. 

Join us for a summer picnic with nature friends. 

August 10 – August 14: Mission 7 – Space is the Place 

Pretend to work on the ISS, mix materials in 'space labs', and engineer rockets from 

recyclables. Get ready to blast off! 

August 17 – 21: Curriculum Break 

We remain open with flexible exploration time and rotating classroom materials. While 

lesson plans pause, children still enjoy engaging, accessible play areas while teachers 

prepare for the new school year. 

Outdoor Play & Air Quality Guidelines 

We follow daily air quality and weather guidance to keep children safe and cool. Outdoor 

play is adjusted as follows: 

- **Code Red**: 10–15 min (except Sprinkle Days) 

- **Code Orange**: 25 min (except Sprinkle Days) 

- **Code Yellow**: 40 min (except Sprinkle Days) 

- **Code Green**: Full outdoor play 

A designated weather monitor ensures we follow current recommendations. 

Sprinkle Time Fun – Every Wednesday & Thursday 

From 10 AM to 12 PM, kids enjoy outdoor water play including sprinklers and water tables. 

Teachers participate to encourage social play and engagement. 

Please pack each Wednesday & Thursday: 

- Swimsuit/trunks (worn under clothing) 

- Towel 

- Closed-toe water shoes 

- Labeled spray bottle (no water guns) 

- Sunscreen (applied before arrival, with form on file) 

- Plastic bag for wet items 

Be a Guest Scientist! 

Are you or someone you know in the fields of science, engineering, nature, or space? Join us 

for a short presentation or science activity – your real-world experience brings STEAM to 

life! 

We’re thrilled to launch a summer of discovery and fun. Join us! 

 


